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Skill/ 
Knowledge 

Area 

Concepts 
 

Skills 
(What students actually do) 

Executive 
Ability 

Instrument 
Assembly 

All: Students will know how to properly open their 
instrument case, right-side up. 
Flute, Trumpet, Trombone, Baritone, Percussion: 
Students will be able to easily assemble the parts of their 
instrument in the correct orientation 
Clarinet: Students will know the importance of the bridge 
key and the role it plays in the assembly of their clarinet. 
Students will easily be able to assemble the reed, 
mouthpiece, and ligature of their clarinet without 
damaging their reed. 

Playing 
Position 

All: Students will know what the word embouchure means 
and how it applies to their instrument. 
Flute: Students will be able to quickly find their 
embouchure positioning as it relates to the tone hole. 
Students will learn to keep their flute horizontal to the 
ground, as is good playing position. 
Clarinet: Students will be able to quickly move their 
hands :to playing position, being sure to utilize the thumb 
rest and maintain proper right-hand positioning even when 
not using the right hand. 
Trumpet: Students will utilize the pinky saddle, thumb 
saddle, and third valve finger ring when applicable. 
Students will maintain curved fingers when playing. 
Trombone: Students will maintain proper hand grip 
positioning on the slide and the braces. 
Baritone: Students will maintain curved fingers when 
playing the baritone 
Percussion: Percussion students will maintain a good grip 
at the fulcrum of their drum sticks. Students will 
remember to set up their drum pad and/or bell set at 
belly-button height as is optimal playing position. 

Note 
Positions/ 
Fingerings 

All: will learn the proper fingerings for all of the notes in 
the concert Bb Major scale. 
Flute, Clarinet: Students will hover their fingers gently 
over keys that are not being played at all times 
Trumpet, Baritone: Students will maintain curved fingers 
and hover fingers over valves that are not being played at 
all times 
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Trombone: Students will know where positions 1, 2, 3, 4, 
and 6 are on the trombone and how they relate to the bell 
of the trombone. Students may not be able to reach 
position 6 if they are of small stature. 
Percussion: Students will know to vertically stack mallets 
when playing repeated notes on the same key. Students 
will know basic percussive rudiments. 

Basic 
Instrument 
Maintenance  

Flute: Students will be able to, and know the importance 
of swabbing their flute after each use 
Clarinet: Students will be able to, and know the 
importance of swabbing their clarinet after each use. 
Students will also know the importance of proper reed 
care, specifically the importance of protecting the tip of 
the reed. Students will know when to throw away a bad or 
chipped reed. Students will know how and when to use 
cork grease. 
Trumpet, Baritone: Students will know how and when to 
oil their valves. Students will know the importance of not 
using too much oil. Students will know not to mix 
petroleum-based valve oil and synthetic valve oil. Students 
will know how to empty their spit valves. 
Trombone: Students will know how to apply slide 
oil/cream/lubricant. Students will know how to empty their 
spit valve. 

Rhythm Steady Beat All students will be able to keep a steady beat on their own 

Rhythmic 
values 

All students will be able to identify, explain, count, and 
perform Quarter notes/rests, Half notes/rests, Whole 
notes/rests. 
Percussion: Will be able to perform basic rhythmic 
rudiments 

Playing 
in-time 

All students will be able to play in time while listening to a 
metronome. All students will be able to play in time while 
watching the conductor. 

Tonal Pitch 
Differentiation 

Students will be able to identify whether or not two pitches 
match/are the same or not. 
 
Flute: Students will be able to play in the correct octave 
when playing notes E/Eb, F, G, A, Bb, C. 
 
Trumpet, Trombone, Baritone: Students will be able to 
identify and accurately play in the correct harmonic partial 
on their instrument. Students will know the differences in 
embouchure, air support, and air speed when playing low 
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notes vs high notes in the same position/fingering. 

Pitch Direction All students will be able to accurately identify pitch 
direction: ascending vs. descending. They will also be able 
to identify if one pitch is higher or lower than another 
pitch. 

Major Scale Students will be able to play the concert Bb Major scale. 

Notation & 
Literacy 

Fundamental 
Concepts  

All: Students will be able to accurately identify and 
understand these key music literacy concepts: Staff, 
Measure, Treble/Bass/Percussion Clef, Bar-lines, Double 
bar-lines, repeat signs. 
 
Students will understand breathmarks.  
 
Students will understand Fermati. 
 
Students will understand basic tempo indicators. 
 
Students will understand and be able to perform tied-notes. 

Time 
Signature 

Students will have a basic understanding of what the two 
components of a time signature mean. 
 
Students will be able to identify and comfortably play in a 
4/4 time signature. 
 
Students will be able to identify and play in a 2/4 time 
signature. 
 
Students will be able to identify common time. 

Key Signature Students will have a basic understanding of key signature. 
Students will understand that all flats or sharps marked in 
the key signature carry throughout the entire piece. 

Performance Performance 
Etiquette  

Students will be able to demonstrate good performance 
etiquette, both as respectful listeners and as respectful 
performers. These are the key points for performance 
etiquette: 
 
Students will wear proper attire (black performance 
clothes). 
Students will have all necessary materials for the 
performance. 
Students will be able to follow cues for walking on stage, 
for beginning the piece, and for standing and bowing at the 
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end of their performance. 
Students will maintain respectful behavior while on stage. 

Performance 
Ability 

Students will be able to perform a few short pieces of 
music at the Spring Concert. Students will have spent time 
practicing and rehearsing this music and will be able to 
perform it with few mistakes. 
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Skill/ 
Knowledge 

Area 

Concepts 
 

Skills 
(What students actually do) 

Executive 
Ability 

Technique Students will continue to refine their technique. 
 
Flutes, Clarinets, Saxophone, Trumpet, French Horn, 
Baritone: Refine and improve finger movement speed 
and finger position accuracy. 
 
Trombone: Improve slide movement speed and accuracy. 
Slide should move rapidly between played notes. 
 
Percussion: Improved Mallet speed and accuracy on 
keyboard. Improved rudiment ability on drums. 

Articulation All students will understand the physical mechanisms 
necessary to play notes in staccato and legato style. 

Rhythm Eighth Notes All students will understand and be able to play/read 
eighth notes as they appear in music. 

Dotted-value 
rhythms 

Students will understand the function of dotted-value 
rhythms including the dotted half note and dotted quarter 
note. 

Tonal Dynamics Students will be able to play in several different dynamic 
ranges, including Piano, MezzoPiano, MezzoForte, and 
Forte. Students will also understand the iconography 
associated with each dynamic. 

Second Major 
Scale 

Students will learn their second major scale, in addition to 
the Bb major scale. 

Notation & 
Literacy 

Accents Students will be able to identify Accent markings and 
know how they affect notes. 

Articulation Students will be able to identify staccato and legato 
articulation markings in their music and understand how 
they affect the music. 

Various 
“Road-Maps” 

Students will develop an understanding of these various 
musical “road-map” compositional techniques/concepts: 
 
First & Second ending, 
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D.C. al Fine 
D.S. al Fine 
D.C. al Coda 
D.S. al Coda 
Single-measure repeat symbol 

Flats, Sharps, 
Naturals 

Students will be able to identify flats, sharps, and naturals 
as they appear in their music. They will also understand 
how flats and sharps affect their notes and the pitches 
associated with them. 

“Pick-Up” 
measures 

Students will understand “Pick-Up” measures. Students 
will understand how the first and last measure of a song 
that uses a pick-up measure are both incomplete measures, 
together forming a whole measure. 

Long Rests Students will understand how to count multiple-measure 
rests, as they appear as long rests in their music. 

Key Signatures Students will continue to develop their understanding of 
Key signatures, especially as it pertains to the key 
signature of concert Eb Major. 

Performance Performance 
Level 

Students will be able to perform at a NYSSMA level 1 

Sight-Reading Students will begin developing their ability to sight-read 
simple passages of music, paying close attention to 
rhythm, pitch, and other musical factors as they appear in 
their music.  


